History 221







Spring ‘04

Final Exam Questions:


Below are five final exam questions.  I will choose three of these questions, and they will appear on your final exam on May 25.  You then will choose one of the three questions which appear on the exam and write an essay answering that question, during the exam, in a blue book.  


Remember, you must be specific (use scenes, not summaries) and incorporate what you have learned from class readings (Chafe, Toplin) where appropriate.
Questions:
1) Professor May believes that Hollywood should avoid films based on historical events or personalities. They always distort history and give viewers not only wrong information but incorrect interpretations that viewers believe are the truth. Discuss this proposition by analyzing Oliver Stone's JFK and Robert Redford's All The President's Men.  Be specific. Remember to discuss scenes to illustrate your points.

2)  Professor May believes that Hollywood should avoid films based on historical events or personalities. They always distort history and give viewers not only wrong information but incorrect interpretations that viewers believe are the truth. Discuss this proposition by analyzing Oliver Stone's JFK and Allan Parker's Mississippi Burning. Be specific. Remember to discuss scenes to illustrate your points.

3) Both The Graduate and Risky Business tell us important things about American life in the 1960s and 1980s (respectively). Discuss and analyze these films as reflections of the decades they represent. Incorporate Chafe and remember to discuss scenes to illustrate your points.

4)  Liberals and Conservatives usually hold very different views about everything. But they often fail to recognize that they also sometimes share similar attitudes--in one case, their attitude toward the U.S. Government. Discuss this proposition by focusing on Stone's JFK and Stallone's Rambo: First Blood Part 2. (You may, if you wish, also draw on First Blood). Incorporate class reading (Chafe and Toplin). Be specific. Remember to discuss scenes to illustrate your points.

 5) John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon have fascinated film makers. Discuss how they are portrayed in JFK and Dick. Are these portrayals accurate?  Incorporate class readings and remember to discuss scenes to illustrate your points.

